
IF YOU HAVE AN AFTERNOON 
 

   

  

  

 

Underground Tour
One-hour tour 

underneath Pioneer 
Square.  Consistently 

good tour guides, 
tons of information, 
unique experience.  
Big tourist activity, 
but also loved by 

locals.  Prioritize this 
one. 

Pike Place Market  
You could spend an 
hour or a day here.  
Don’t waste a lot of 
time at the “Original 
Starbucks."  Instead, 

get lost in the 
warren of 

interconnected 
buildings and floors 

and ramps and 
staircases.  I double 
dog dare you not to 

enjoy it.  

MOHAI
Museum of History 

and Industry in 
South Lake Union.  

Lots of unique local 
history in a cool 

naval building on the 
south tip of Lake 

Union.  Easy Uber, or 
streetcar from hotel, 

or walkable. 

Chihuly Garden 
and Glass

Museum and garden 
featuring Dale 

Chihuly's huge studio 
glass sculptures.  

Located at the foot 
of the Space Needle.  

Quick Uber from 
the hotel, or take the 

monorail from 
Westlake Center.

Olympic 
Sculpture Park

Well-done outdoor 
sculpture garden 
with lots of open 

space. and amazing 
western views. 

Walkable from the 
waterfront or 
downtown.   

http://www.undergroundtour.com/
http://www.undergroundtour.com/
http://pikeplacemarket.org/
https://mohai.org/
http://www.mohai.org
https://www.chihulygardenandglass.com/
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/olympic-sculpture-park
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/olympic-sculpture-park


 

IF YOU HAVE A DAY 
 

 

  

Argosy Cruise
One-hour narrated 
cruise of Elliott Bay.  
Departs from the 

downtown 
waterfront. 

MoPop
The Museum of 

Popular Culture is 
housed in the crazy-

looking Gehry building 
at the Seattle Center.  
Well worth a visit, but 
difficult to describe in 
a small space.  Follow 
the link to learn more.  
From the hotel, walk a 
few blocks and jump 
on the monorail - a 
clunky but charming 
vestige of the 1962 

World's Fair.

Space Needle  
You may have heard 

of it.  Brand-new 
rotating glass floor 
and walls, and the 
restaurant gets 

pretty good reviews.  
Take a 2.5 minute 

monorail ride from 
Westlake Center (a 
few blocks from the 
hotel) to the base of 

the Needle.  

Bainbridge 
Island/Winslow
Take the 35-minute 
Bainbridge Island 

ferry from 
downtown and walk 

from the dock to 
downtown Winslow.  

Upscale shops, 
pretty views, nice 
restaurants.  The 

ferry trip itself is an 
experience.

Museum of Flight  
Truly excellent 

museum, both for 
aviation buffs and for 

people who don’t 
particularly care 

about planes.  Great 
for kids and just as 
good for adults.  If 
you only see one 

museum in Seattle, 
make it this one.  30 

minutes from 
downtown.

https://www.argosycruises.com/argosy-cruises/harbor-cruise/
https://www.visitseattle.org/partners/museum-of-pop-culture-mopop-pd/
https://www.visitseattle.org/partners/space-needle-pd/
https://visitbainbridge.com/
https://visitbainbridge.com/
http://www.museumofflight.org/


 

IF YOU HAVE TWO DAYS 

two days . . .

 

  

Snoqualmie Falls
Spectacular, 

especially in the 
springtime. Hike 

down to the bottom 
or enjoy from the 
viewpoints above -
it's very accessible.  

The Salish Lodge and 
Spa at the top has a 

lovely restaurant.  
Less than an hour 

from Seattle.

Tulalip Outlets
If you are serious 

about shopping and 
packed an extra 

suitcase to fill, the 
Seattle Premium 

Outlets are the place 
to go.  You'll need a 

car for the 45 
minute drive.  More 
stores and higher-

end than most other 
outlet malls.

Woodinville Wine 
Country

Over 100 wineries 
and tasting rooms 
about 40 minutes 

northeast of Seattle.  

Tillicum Village
Cruise to Blake 
Island for a NW 
Native American 
storytelling show 
and meal at the 

Tillicum longhouse.  
About 4 hours 

round trip. 

LeMay Museum
Located next to the 

Tacoma Dome, 
America's Car 

Museum houses a 
collection of 350+ 
automobiles.  Take 
the Sounder train 
from Seattle to 

Tacoma (about an 
hour trip), or a 40-

minute drive straight 
down I-5.   

http://www.snoqualmiefalls.com/salish-lodge-and-spa/
https://www.premiumoutlets.com/outlet/seattle/stores
https://www.visitseattle.org/partners/woodinville-wine-country-association-pd/
https://www.argosycruises.com/argosy-cruises/tillicum-excursion/
https://www.americascarmuseum.org/


IF YOU HAVE THREE DAYS 
 

 

  

Port Townsend
Victorian-era seaport 

town with unique 
architecture, excellent 
beaches and parks, and 

lots of shopping and 
dining options.     

Leavenworth
Bavarian-themed 

mountain town about 
two hours from 

Seattle.  Kitschy, but 
fun and beautiful 

enough to draw lots of 
Seattleites for a long 

weekend.

San Juan Islands  
Take a ferry from 

Anacortes (90 minutes 
from Seattle) and 
spend the night in 

Friday Harbor.  Orcas 
happen here.  

Mt. St. Helens
Washington's most 

active contribution to 
the Pacific Ring of Fire 

is located100 miles 
south of Seattle.  

Making 
Washingtonians slightly 
nervous since May 18, 

1980.

Bellingham
Two and a half hours 
up I-5, Bellingham is a 
relaxing, scenic college 
town with a great mix 

of hippies, outdoor 
types, and 

cultural/intellectuals.  If 
you like to hike in the 
morning and end the 

day in a wine bar, with 
lots of coffee in 

between, you'd like 
Bellingham.

http://enjoypt.com/
https://leavenworth.org/
https://leavenworth.org/
https://www.visitsanjuans.com/
https://www.visitsanjuans.com/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsinternet/cs/main/!ut/p/z0/04_Sj9CPykssy0xPLMnMz0vMAfIjo8zijQwgwNHCwN_DI8zPwBcqYKBfkO2oCADIwpjI/?pname=Mt%20St.%20Helens%20National%20Volcanic%20Monument%20-%20Home&ss=110623&pnavid=null&navid=091000000000000&ttype=main&cid=null
https://www.fs.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsinternet/cs/main/!ut/p/z0/04_Sj9CPykssy0xPLMnMz0vMAfIjo8zijQwgwNHCwN_DI8zPwBcqYKBfkO2oCADIwpjI/?pname=Mt%20St.%20Helens%20National%20Volcanic%20Monument%20-%20Home&ss=110623&pnavid=null&navid=091000000000000&ttype=main&cid=null
https://www.bellingham.org/
https://www.bellingham.org/


IF YOU HAVE FIVE DAYS 
 

 

* Don’t forget your passport! 

 

  

Olympic National 
Park

The Olympic Peninsula 
includes rainforst, 

beach, and mountain 
ecosystems.  The Hwy 

101 loop takes you 
through them all, plus 

plenty of charming little 
towns.  If you have four 
or five days to spend, 
this is a spectacular 
place to explore.     

Victoria, B.C.*
Take the Victoria 

Clipper from 
downtown Seattle and 
arrive in Victoria B.C. 
two and a half hours 
later.  It's a British-
feeling city full of 

flowers and tea.  Lots 
to do within walking 

distance of the Clipper 
dock.  If Seattle is the 
closest you're likely to 
ever get to Victoria, 

build in an extra couple 
of days for this side trip. 

Vancouver, B.C.* 
Vancouver requires two 

or three days to 
meaningfully explore.  
The Amtrak Cascade 

train is the easiest way 
to get there from Seattle 

- it's a gorgeous route 
and takes about three 

hours.  If you can spare a 
few days for Vancouver, 
buy a guidebook so you 
can use your time well.  
You could easily fill a 
week with activities in 
this city (and Whistler, 

which is another 90 
minutes).     

Portland
Portland ("Where 
young people go to 

retire!") is smaller and 
quirkier than Seattle, 
with lots of distinct 
neighborhoods and 

districts.  You can take 
the train down, and 

one you're there, the 
light rail gets you 

around town.  Also, 
no sales tax in 

Oregon! 

Mt. Rainier
It's a 2.5 hour drive to 
Paradise, the closest 
major launchpad for 
mountain hiking.  If 
you'd rather look at 

the mountain up close 
than hike on it, head 

to the gondola at 
Crystal Mountain and 

ride up to the 
restaurant on the ridge 

for a mind-blowing 
view.  

https://www.nps.gov/olym/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/olym/index.htm
https://www.hellobc.com/places-to-go/victoria/
https://www.hellobc.com/places-to-go/victoria/
https://vancouver.ca/
https://vancouver.ca/
https://www.travelportland.com/
https://www.travelportland.com/
https://www.nps.gov/mora/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/mora/index.htm

